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BEAVIS, Arthur George 
 

Sergeant, 23206  
2nd Battalion,  
King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry 
formerly 8th and 15th Hussars 
Place of birth: Haverhill 
Date of death: Tuesday, 20th August 1918 
Killed in Action  
Cemetery: Heath Cemetery, Harbonnieres 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 36 years 
 
 
Arthur George Beavis was born in 
Haverhill at the end of 1881 to George 
Beavis and his wife Mary Ann, nee 
Porter.  They were living at Crown 
Passage and George was working as a 
horse keeper at a brewery.  Mary Ann 
was at home looking after Arthur’s elder 
brother Harry and sister Ada Maria. 
 

Crown Passage between the buildings 
 

 
George’s father John, an agricultural labourer was born in Haverhill about 1803 and 
his mother, Hannah, was born in Birdbrook about 1821.  They moved from Haverhill 
Hamlet to Cherry Gardens where Hannah supported her family as a washing woman 
after she was widowed. 
 
George married Mary Ann Porter on 1st November 1873 at St Mary’s church in 
Haverhill.  Mary Ann was born in Radwinter about 1857.  Her mother was Sarah 
Porter who married James Turpin, an agricultural labourer, in 1860. 

 
By 1891 Arthur’s family 
were living at 24 Primrose 
Hill with another daughter, 
Gertie and George’s 
widowed mother, Hannah, 
now a retired laundress.  
George was still working at 
the brewery and Mary Ann 
was a tailor’s finisher. 

 
Brewery Dray in Chauntry Road 
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By 1901 Arthur, then aged 20, along with younger brother Herbert (aged 17) were 
lodging with their uncle’s large family at 11 Bernard Road in Tottenham.  They had, 
no doubt, learnt from their father how to look after horses as both were working as 
horse keepers, Arthur for a tram company. Their parents, George and Mary Ann were 
still at 24 Primrose Hill with their sisters Ada (coat machinist) and Gertie (coat baster) 
and brothers Sidney (aged 9) and Stanley (aged 6). Arthur’s mother died late in 1901. 
His father remarried in Saffron Walden in 1904 and by 1911 his father and brother 
Stanley were at 9 Ingleside Place, Saffron Walden.  
 
Arthur’s love of horses must have led him to enlist in Tottenham, joining the 8th 
Hussars of the Line on the 4th January 1902, when he stated his occupation as 
stableman.  At this time he was 5 feet 4 inches tall, weighed 131lbs with a chest 
measuring 34" to 36½". He had blue eyes, fair hair and his religion was noted as 
Church of England. He gave his father George, residing at the "Axe and Compass" 
Ashdon Road, Saffron Walden, as his next of kin. Also living with his father were his 
younger brothers Sidney and Stanley. His elder brother, Harry Albert was living at 4 
Bartholomew Villas, Kentish Town Road. Arthur joined the 8th Hussars at Curragh 
Camp at the end of January 1902 but on 15th January the following year he was 
posted to the 15th Hussars in India where he served until November 1909. On this 
date he was posted to South Africa, returning home just over three years later on 18th 
January 1913. His service ended when he was discharged on 23rd January 1914. His 
final reference was ‘Honest, sober, reliable, hardworking’.  
 
Arthur had been a Squadron storeman for 8 years. His discharge papers noted his 
intended address was 3, Gomer Terrace, Upper Clapton, London. 
 
Arthur re-enlisted with the outbreak of war at Tottenham, joining the 2nd Battalion 
King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry.  In November 1915 the Battalion prepared for 
France, arriving early in 1916.  It remained on the Western Front for the remainder of 
the war fighting at the Battles of the Somme in 1916, in pursuit of the German retreat 
to the Hindenburg Line in 1917 and again at the Battles of the Somme in 1918.  
Arthur, by now promoted to Sergeant Beavis, 23206, would have been involved in 
much of the fighting. He did, however, spend a happy few days at Christmas in 1917. 
 

The South West 
Suffolk Echo reported 
on 9th January 1918 
that Arthur had an 
unexpected meeting 
with his youngest 
brother Stanley 
whom he had not 
seen for fifteen years. 

That seems an incredibly long time but it should be remembered that Arthur was 
living in London by 1901 and after joining the army he was posted to India and South 
Africa before finding himself in France. 
 
An extract from the letter that Mrs Wright received from her brother Stanley read: 
 

‘I spent a very happy time this Christmas under the circumstances; I had a 
visitor to see me. In fact he rang me up from the next station and I was with 
him in a very short time. Who do you think it was but Arthur my brother, who 
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had just come back from a school of instruction on Christmas Eve, so I went  
and found him on Christmas Day and brought him up to my place for dinner. 
In the evening I had an invitation to the Headquarters Sergeants Mess and of 
course I took him with me and I can tell you we had a right good time. I have 
been with him again today and tomorrow he is coming to have dinner with 
me. He is only about three miles from me and we got back to camp around 1 
o’clock on Christmas night so you may guess we had a good time.’ 

 
Arthur was killed in action on 20th August 1918 and unusually, for a non 
commissioned man, this was noted in the Battalion war diary which for this date tells 
us that they were South of Herleville. By 12 noon they had suffered 23 Other Ranks 
killed and 7 wounded.  
 
The diary records:  
 

‘About 1 pm the enemy put down a heavy straffe on the Crucifix posts which 
forced B Coy to evacuate them for a time. At dusk all was re-adjusted. We 
suffered some casualties owing to the barrage. 2nd Lt Powell and Sgt 
Beavis were killed. At 10 pm the Battn side slipped to the left, the 2nd 
Manchesters taking over part of our line and we took over part of 10th line. 
This was to enable us to get opposite to our objective frontage. At 12 m/night 
two Coys 1/5th Border Regt relieved our two forward Coys, our A and C 
Coys being attached to the Borders in Battn Reserve and vice versa. Relief 
was complete about 3:15 am’ 

 
The records for the Tramways department of the London County Council records 
show Arthur being with the Army in France for 2 years 2 months before his death.  
 
Arthur is buried in the Heath Cemetery, Harbonnieres, on the Somme.  
 

Photo courtesy CWGC 

 
Arthur had been a member of the Haverhill 
Methodist Church and is also remembered 
on the memorial there.   
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Arthur was awarded the British War 
Medal and Victory Medal. 
 
 

 


